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Dear parents and friends  
 
We are at the end of a very, very long stretch that started on 1 June for the matrics 

and has seen the systematic return of all the grades. The matric syllabus was 

completed in time for the Mock exams to be based on all the work that will be examined 

in the finals and the rest of the grades are nearing completion of the original, full 

syllabus that was prescribed for the year. On top of this each child has been exposed 

to a series of tests to assess “where we are” and, if need be, inform any adjustment to 

our teaching in order to fill in any gaps that we have identified. 

I would like to salute the teachers of Parel Vallei who are the ones on the ground doing 

the work. It is very difficult to work effectively through storms of constant change in a 

sea of uncertainty without a course to follow. None of us have ever lived through 

anything like this before so we made “teaching the child” our priority and in so doing 

brought about our own stability and gave the PV community direction. The teachers 

pulled together (as a whole and in their subject departments) to make sure that Parel 

Vallei is ready for the matric finals and the other grades do not have to catch up any 

work next year. 

I also wish to salute all other teachers in SA who put their students first and made the 

effort to go to work or work effectively from home. They are all shining lights and stand 

as an example to those in SA who used Covid-19 to line their pockets with cash 

intended to bring safety and relief to the people of this country. While some were 

plundering, others were making a difference! Let’s hope that those who are guilty of 

misconduct are caught and dealt with in an appropriate manner that also acts a 

warning to others. 

Our thanks must also go out to all those who acted (and continue to act) in the service 

of others. They have made a difference and for that we are grateful. 

But, just as with all periods of gloom, there appears to be light at the end of the tunnel 

and recent documentation received from various sources points to a return to a normal 

school year for 2021 – including extra-murals. We await formal notification in this 

regard and we hope that people continue to conduct themselves responsibly and stop 

the spread of the virus. 

It is when we go through tough times that we are reminded to be grateful for small 

mercies and celebrate successes. We were blessed to be able to offer a matric 

farewell event in the form of a formal matric dinner and a full valedictory service to 

bring closure to 12 years of schooling for our matrics. 
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These are special moments for any matric and at one stage we were in danger of not 

holding these events. 

The main body of the matric final exams starts on 5 November and finishes on  

15 December but the whole group actually started on 19 October with the LO exam. 

We would like to wish all our matriculants the very best for the exams – we know you 

will do well. 

For those in Gr.8 – Gr.11 we look forward to having you back next term but remember 

that your final exams start on 16 November so there is no time to waste. We are going 

to start the 4th term with a bang and I expect all our children to be in uniform and 

behaviour compliant as we prepare for the end of year exams. I expect all children to 

respect the uniform and not to mix the formal uniform with the sport clothes. Discipline 

is the cornerstone of success! 

We have ten teaching days next term and we have decided to bring the Gr.10 

and Gr.11 learners back full time and we will alternate days for the Gr.8 and Gr.9 

learners starting with the Gr.8s on Monday, 2 November. 
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The 4th term is going to be a 6 week term that is simply going to fly past as most of it 

will be taken up with the exams. I encourage all our learners to start studying in the 

holidays as time is short! There is a very long Christmas holiday coming up when they 

can relax. 

Thank you to all those who have paid their school fees. You have made it possible for 

our teachers to keep teaching and for our learners to be able to complete the syllabus 

this year and NOT carry any academic baggage into next year. It is fair to say that PV 

is in a small group of schools in SA that have managed to do this. I urge all parents to 

please pay their school fees – your child’s education is of the utmost importance and 

excellence is not negotiable! 

Enjoy the break with your children and please stay safe and healthy. South Africa 

cannot afford to be hit with a second wave of infections. I am off to Stilbaai. If you see 

me there please come say HELLO. 

Warm PV greetings 

David 
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